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USB Slot: The FTK Client UI requires a security license. This license is usually stored on the CodeMeter dongle. If 
a USB slot is unavailable, the Network License Service (NLS) is an option. 

There are two primary configurations that need to be considered when planning to install FTK 3.  

�x Configuration 1:
o System 1: All components (GUI/Worker/Database) are on a single system  
o Systems 2-4: Distributed Processing Engine (optional) 

�x Configuration 2:
o System 1: GUI/Worker 
o System 2: Database 
o System 3-5: Distributed Processing Engine (optional) 

NOTE:All configurations will require one available USB slot for the hardware security device (CodeMeter/Dongle) unless using NLS 
(Network Licensing Services).  

Specifications for FTK 3 with the Oracle Database,
FTK UI and Processing Engine on the Same Machine 

If installing Oracle, the UI, and the processing engine all on the same machine AccessData recommends one of the following hardware specifications: 

Recommended Ideal

Processor Intel® Quad Core or AMD equivalent Intel® Dual Quad Core Xeon, i7 Nehalem or AMD 
equivalent 

CD/DVD Drive  DVD DVD
RAM 6 GB (DDR3) / 4-8 GB (DDR2) 12 GB (DDR3) / 16 GB (DDR2) 

OS / Application drive 150 GB  10,000 – 15,000 RPM  150 GB 10,000 – 15,000 RPM 

Storage for Oracle database 250 GB 10,000-15,000 RPM drive dedicated 
exclusively to running Oracle 

125GB-250 GB Solid State Drive (SSD) dedicated 
exclusively to Oracle. 

Network Card  tibagiG tibagiG
Hard Drive Speed  MPR 000,51 - 000,01 MPR 002,7

HW RAID Controller Highly recommended for Oracle database.  
Configure with RAID 0, 10, but avoid RAID5 

Highly recommended for Oracle Database but not 
critical for SSD drives.   

Drive Configuration 
Drive Set 1: OS  

Drive Set 2: Oracle Database 
Drive Set 3: Case Folder and HD Image 

Drive Set 1: OS (RAID 1)  
Drive Set 2: Oracle Database (SSD or HW RAID) 

Drive Set 3: Case Folder and HD Image 

Operating Systems Windows Vista/Windows 7 or Windows Server 2008, 
Windows Server 2008 HPC Edition (64-bit)

Performance and Storage Considerations 

1) The Oracle database should be on its own hard drive, Solid State Drive (SSD) or hardware RAID array, separate from the 
operating system. For hardware RAIDs RAID 0 gives the best performance but RAID 0 provides no recovery from drive failure. 
RAID 0 should only be considered if automatic scheduled backups are available. RAID 1+0 will provide similar performance as 
RAID 0 with the additional advantage of redundancy if a drive fails.  RAID 5 should be avoided for use with databases. 

2) It is strongly recommended to configure antivirus to exclude the Oracle database, temp, images, and index folders.   
3) It is recommended to turn off indexing, compression and/or EFS encryption. (By default, indexing of files and folders is on.) 
4) 10,000 RPM drives are recommended for the OS drive. A single 10,000 RPM drive will provide slightly better performance than 

two 7200 RPM drives configured with RAID 0 (software). A slightly faster option would be a 15,000 RPM SAS drive used for the 
OS, as it will provide the same performance as three 7200 RPM drives configured with RAID 0. The fastest drives are solid state
drives, such as an Intel x25-M SSD drive, which will significantly outperform even 15,000 SAS drive. 

5) Hardware RAID controllers will provide substantially better performance than an OS-based software RAID configuration. It is 
recommended to use a hardware RAID controller with at least 256MB of write-through cache. If activating the write-through cache,

OS: The processing engines will run on all versions of Microsoft Windows XP, Windows Vista, Windows 7, 
Windows Server 2003, Windows Server 2008 and Windows Server 2008 HPC Edition.  A 64-bit OS is not 
mandatory but strongly recommended. Also, Windows Vista and Windows 7 have much better memory 
management than Windows XP. Therefore, 64-bit editions of Windows Vista or Windows 7 are the manufacturer’s 
recommended desktop operating systems.  

Windows XP/Windows Vista/Windows 7 or 
Windows Server 2003 or 2008 (64-bit) 
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it is strongly recommended to purchase a card with a backup-battery for the RAID controller and enabling the write-through cache.
Enabling the write-through cache without the backup-battery creates the potential for database corruption in the event of a system
crash or power failure. 

6) For recommendations on hard drives and hardware RAID controllers please see: 
a) Hard Drives: http://www.tomshardware.com/charts/3.5-hard-drive-charts/benchmarks,24.html
b) RAID Controllers: http://www.maximumpc.com/sites/future.p2technology.com/files/imce-images/RAIDbenchmarksBIG.gif

7) To estimate roughly the amount of storage space to support your processing load you should consider these estimates: 
a) Database: Every 1 million record items requires roughly 5 GB of space on the Oracle drive. 
b) Generally, the index will be about 25-30% the size of the compressed image. 

Specification for FTK 3 UI and Processing Engine on one machine and Oracle on a 
Separate (2nd) Machine (2 Node Configuration) 

Node 1: Specifications for GUI and Worker  
If installing the embedded Oracle database on a second machine or using an existing Oracle infrastructure, AccessData recommends one of the following hardware 
specifications for the machine running the FTK UI and Processing Engine: 

Recommended Ideal
Processor Intel® Quad Core or AMD equivalent Intel® Dual Quad Core, i7  or AMD equivalent 

CD/DVD Drive  DVD  DVD
RAM  )tib-46( BG 8 )tib-46( BG8 /  )tib-23( BG 4

OS/Application  Drive 
Size  )retteb ro MPR 000,01( BG 051 BG051

Network Card  tibagiG tibagiG
Hard Drive Speed  DSS ro MPR 000,51-000.01 MPR 002,7

Storage for Index and 
Images  yrassecen sA yrassecen sA

Operating System Windows Vista/Windows 7 or Windows Server 2008, 
Windows Server 2008 HPC Edition (64-bit)

Drive Configuration Drive Set 1: OS  
Drive Set 2: Hard Drive Image and Case Folder 

Drive Set 1: OS (RAID 1)  
Drive Set 2: Hard Drive Image and Case Folder  

Node 2: Stand-alone Database Specifications for Windows-based Oracle 
If installing the embedded Oracle database on a second machine, AccessData recommends the following hardware specifications. 

Recommended Ideal

Processor Intel® Quad Core or AMD equivalent Intel® Dual Quad Core Xeon, i7 Nehalem  
or AMD equivalent 

CD/DVD Drive  DVD DVD
RAM 6 GB (DDR3) / 4-8 GB (DDR2) 12 GB (DDR3) / 16 GB (DDR2) 

OS / Application drive 150 GB  10,000 – 15,000 RPM  150 GB 10,000 – 15,000 RPM 

Storage for Oracle database 250 GB 10,000-15,000 RPM drive dedicated 
exclusively to running Oracle 

250+ GB Solid State Drive (SSD) dedicated exclusively 
to Oracle. 

Network Card  tibagiG tibagiG

HW RAID Controller Highly recommended for Oracle database.  
Configure with RAID 0, 10, but avoid RAID5 

Highly recommended for Oracle Database but not 
critical for SSD drives.   

Drive Configuration Drive Set 1: OS  
Drive Set 2: Oracle Database 

Drive Set 1: OS (RAID 1)  
Drive Set 2: Oracle Database (SSD or HW RAID) 

Operating Systems Windows XP/Windows Vista/Windows 7 or 
Windows Server 2003 or 2008 (64-bit) 

Windows Vista/Windows 7 or Windows Server 2008, 
Windows Server 2008 HPC Edition (64-bit)

Windows XP/Windows Vista/Windows 7 or 
Windows Server 2003 or 2008 (64-bit) 
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Distributed Processing Engine  
If using a distributed processing engine, AccessData recommends the following hardware specifications. 

Recommended Ideal

Processor Intel® Core-2 Duo or AMD equivalent Intel® Quad Core Xeon, i7 Nehalem  
or AMD equivalent 

CD/DVD Drive  DVD DVD
RAM 6 GB (DDR3) / 4-8 GB (DDR2) 12 GB (DDR3) / 8 GB (DDR2) 

OS / Application drive  MPR 000,51 – 000,01 BG 051  MPR 0027  BG 051
Network Card  tibagiG tibagiG

Operating Systems Windows Vista/Windows 7 or Windows Server 2008, 
Windows Server 2008 HPC Edition (64-bit)

Windows XP/Windows Vista/Windows 7 or 
Windows Server 2003 or 2008 (64-bit) 


